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Greetings from the Wieber’s in Olney, Illinois. We pray that you are thirsting for more intimacy with the Lord your God and diligently obeying His commands. To love God is to obey His Word in the Bible. One cannot expect to move closer to God while continuing in sin. A humble contrite and repentant heart is something to cherish and to preserve. And What does the Lord require of us? But to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:..8)

Sometimes people believe and obey, other times they don’t. When the prophet Jonah told 120,000 people in Nineveh, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” the Bible says: “ so the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.” Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it. (Jonah 3: ...4, 5 & 10)

Approximately 100 years later, the City of Nineveh was destroyed because of their evil practices. The Book of Nahum in the Bible records the evil nature of the Ninevites and what the Lord had in mind for their destruction. In just 100 years the people went from hearing, believing and repenting of God’s impending destruction as judgement for their evil practices to a total lack of concern or repentance because of their rebellion against God. As a result, complete destruction took place .

God has sent His messengers in the past, to revive America and to strengthen the nation to withstand adversity. Will God do this again for a nation that has murdered over 30 million of its unborn citizens? For a nation whose courts have taken the Bible and Prayer out of most public places and functions. Whose public schools continually teach young people the lie that they are evolved creatures and have only this life on earth to live. A nation founded by God and nurtured by His Word, that has a lukewarm church unable to instill righteousness among its own members. And, often unwilling to confront error and evil in the public marketplace.

The Bible says: “But as the days of Noah were, so also will be the coming of the Son of Man be.” For as in the days before the Flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and given in marriage. Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built. Then destruction came swiftly. In America, we are currently experiencing unprecedented prosperity. Most people think this is a good omen. However, when one reads the Bible and observes how God had judged the nations in the past, it is quite clear that America is experiencing God‘s judgement. Only God’s mercy is holding back what America deserves for its evil practices and rebellion against God. For America to be healed, the followers of Jesus must do their part in God’s promise stated in II Chronicles 7: 14: “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves,  and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” The people of God must take the initiative to save America. That is our mandate. Great destruction and affliction lies ahead for a nation who thinks they don’t need their founder, namely the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is a time for bold prayer. After Peter and John had been arrested and later released by church authorities for preaching the resurrection of Jesus, they came to their fellow companions who raised their voice to God with one accord and said: 

“Lord, You are God, who made the heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: “Why did the nations rage, and the people plot vain things? The Kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ. For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”  (Acts 4: 24-31)

What happens when believers are of one heart and one soul? The Bible says: “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. ...Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.”  

(Acts 4: 32 & 34-35)

When great fear and power came upon the church believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also, a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.” (Acts 5:..14-16)

How should believers respond when brought before authorities when doing the Lord’s work?  “And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. “Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.” (Acts 5: 27-32)
Do you remember the names of the Apostles and, what role they will have in the future? Jesus appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons. The twelve were: Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter; James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, “Sons of Thunder”; Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cannaanite; and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. (from Mark 3: 14-19) After Judas committed suicide, he was replaced by Matthias.

Jesus trained the apostles to be content with a life of servitude for the Kingdom of God. He admonished them to be alert to false teachings and to preach the Truth. The apostles were forewarned by Jesus that they would be hated by all men for His name’s sake and would be delivered up to councils and beaten in the synagogues. The apostles scattered during the time of crucifixion. Later when Jesus appeared before them, He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.

Jesus charged His apostles to: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:..15) Earlier, Jesus told them, “But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Luke 22:28-30) Isn’t it encouraging to know that when we fail in our walk with the Lord, that He remains faithful and, knowing our heart’s desire to serve Him,  He gently restores us.

What happens to believers in the coming age? Jesus said: “But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.” 

(Luke 20: 35-36)

Always maintain vigilance in your life. Jesus said: “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch, therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  (Luke 21:34-36)

Do you view yourself as an alien or as a citizen of this world? Your honest answer to this question will help you to know where you stand in your relationship to Jesus. The apostle John wrote: “Do not love the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.”  (I John 2:15-17)

What should fellow believers be focused on during this time? In the Book of Hebrews, it says: “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as it is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10: 23-25)

What happens to believers who sin willfully? In the Book of Hebrews it says: “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgement, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  (Hebrews 10:26, 27, & 31)

How are we to conduct ourselves? “Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels. Remember the prisoners as if chained with them, and those who are mistreated, since you yourselves are in the body also. Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge. Let your conduct be without covetousness, and be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established  by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.  We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”  (Hebrews 13: 1- 6, 8-17)

Remember what the death of Jesus did for us. “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,” then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” Now where there is no remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.” (Hebrews 10: 12-18)

Finally, a blessing for you. “Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”  (Hebrews 13: 20-21) 

You are Special & dearly loved by your Creator!
Stan & Sandy Wieber    (and we love you too!)
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